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SPOTLIGHT

A National Adoption Awareness Conclave was
organized at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh,

witnessing participation of more than 400
stakeholders from nearly 20 States and Union

Territories. The Conclave brought together
SARAs, CWCs, DCPUs, SAAs, adoptive parents
etc, providing a national platform for sharing
regional insights and strengthening collective
efforts towards rehabilitation and adoption of
3 k 3 Children with Special Needs.
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MEET: NORTH ZONE .9&

ADOPTION
AWARENESS 20 States and T
CAMPAIGN 2025 &2 wcorrertcmmns

13 October 2025 | A regional consultative meeting of Northern Zone
States and Union Territories was organized on 13 October 2025 in
Jaipur, Rajasthan, as per theme ‘Non-institutionalizated rehabilitation
of children with Special Needs (Divyaang Children)’.

The meeting aimed to strengthen policy and programme interventions
while reviewing existing good practices, identifying challenges, and
formulating recommendations to enhance inter-State coordination and
cooperation across the Northern Zone.

The consultation was attended by a total of 177 participants, including
23 Chief Medical Officers, 49 District Child Protection Officers, 10
representatives from State Adoption Resource Agencies (SARAs), and
95 representatives from Specialized Adoption Agencies and Child
Care Institutions (SAAs/CCls).
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NATIONAL ADOPTION
AWARENESS o Sttes ot

GUNGI_AVE 9@% 400+ Participants

27 November 2025 | The National Adoption Awareness Conclave 2025
was organised by the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA)
under the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD),
Government of India, in collaboration with the Department of Women
Development and Child Welfare, Government of Andhra Pradesh, at Dr.
Y.V.S. Murty Auditorium, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam on
Thursday, 27.11.2025.

The Conclave proved to be a remarkable event, drawing an impressive
participation of more than 400 attendees from across the country. The
event brought together a diverse and enthusiastic group of
stakeholders such as the enablers of adoption ecosystem, Adoptive
Parents and general public who are associated with the adoption and
child welfare ecosystem. Representatives from nearly 20 States and
Union Territories travelled to Visakhapatnam to take part in the
deliberations, share regional insights, and collectively contribute to
the national discourse on strengthening adoption processes.

Dignitaries on Dias

e Shri Anil Malik, Secretary,
MWCD, Government of India

e Smt. Bhavna Saxena, Member
Secretary & CEO, CARA

e Smt. A. Surya Kumari, Secretary,
Women Development & Child
Welfare, Andhra Pradesh

e Smt. Anita Ramachandran,
Secretary, WCD & SC,
Government of Telangana

e Shri M.N. Harendhira Prasad,

District Magistrate, © 060000 000000000 000 0o
Visakhapatnam

e Shri M. Venu Gopal Reddy, CARA
Director, SARA, Andhra Pradesh 4
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NATIONAL ADOPTION
AWAHENESS ‘ 5,82,600+ Reach

>

GUNGI.AVE %ﬂ 9 Influencers

26 November 2025 | Marking a significant initiative to deepen public
outreach and reinforce the digital narrative on legal adoption in India,
the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) convened its first-
ever Creators’ Forum in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

Organized on the eve of the National Adoption Awareness Month
Conclave 2025 and guided by the leadership of the MS & CEO, CARA,
the forum brought together well-known social media influencers and
digital creators to help amplify key messages related to legal
adoption, child protection, and the importance of family-based care for
children.

The forum witnessed the participation of nine leading social media
influencers from Visakhapatnam and nearby regions, whose collective
digital reach stood at approximately 5,82,600 followers, ensuring
significant online visibility and engagement for the initiative.

CARA Helpline no: 1800-11-1311



CARA

October-December 2025

ADOPTION &2
AWARENESS <%
CAMPAIGN 2025  Pseu

ADOPTION AWARENESS PROGRAMMES (OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025) ,f”’//
S. NO. DATE(S) STATE
1 04.11.2025 Arunachal Pradesh
2 12.11.2025 Manipur
3 17.11.2025 Madhya Pradesh
4 18.11.2025 Meghalaya
5 24.11.2025 Tripura
6 24.11.2025 Telangana
7 27.11.2025 Mizoram
8 27.11.2025 Sikkim
9 29.11.2025 Karnataka
10 29.11.2025 Maharashtra
11 29.11.2025 West Bengal
12 01.12.2025 Assam
13 05.12.2025 Ladakh
14 10.12.2025 Andaman & Nicobar Islands
15 12.12.2025 Uttarakhand

https://carawed gov.in/ @ i NS CARA Helpline no: 1800-11-1311
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ADOPTION AWARENESS PROGRAMMES (OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025) \
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COLLABORATION WITH MYGOV INDIA

S No Name of Activity Partlc!pa}tlon
Statistics

1 Pledge to Promote Legal Adoption and 5 782
Safeguarding of Children with Special Needs ’

5 Inviting Ideas for Non-Institutionalised 77
Rehabilitation of Divyaang Children
Share Your Adoption Journey - Inspire Hope,

3 . 205
Build Awareness

4 Mascot Making Competition 422

5 Poster Making Competition 917

Total 8,103

CARA "¢
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How a child

with Special
Needs can
Complete Your
Wait?
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‘SAA Shishu Greh, : e . ‘SAA Shishu Vihar,
Jaipur’ is supported B = | - Hyderabad’ is a
by sufficient and ' | NG i 9. — = ;‘ well-established
appropriately ; > e = | e | ' 5 \ and adequately
trained personnel to A ke = '_ Y - - equipped Child
effectively address |27 ' o T = W vy : i Care Institution that
the physical, ' T .o ey : ensures
emotional, : W , : LN comprehensive
developmental, and o B : S S care, protection,
psychosocial needs |, P ) . ; and well-being of
of every child. In I children residing in
addition, the S TR M L : _ the facility. The
institution maintains BN | Ll e 1T : - . = institution has
satisfactory '. | . e T . o 1o | A W WP w iy - ' —_ robust systems in
infrastructure and R\ R e a5 2 e , place for regular
child-friendly W i) A : pug ol LTS e monitoring of child
facilities, enabling it | '. e s ' Ay : care standards and
to provide a safe, \}/ T ol ' s ¥ ¢ ) for timely
nurturing, and e . 3 ! R | identification and
supportive ' ; R s L L RIS S requisition of
environment. ’ B : o — required services.

PHYSICAL VISITS (OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025)

S.NO.| PLACE(S) OF VISIT SAA/ CCI VISITED DATE STATE/ UT

1 Jaipur SAA Shishu Greh, Jaipur 11.10.2025 | Rajasthan

2 Hyderabad

SAA Shishu Vihar, Hyderabad | 29.11.2025 | Telangana

iiiiiiiiiiiiiii - CARA
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9 December 2025 | India
[V participated in the third online
follow-up meeting of the Manila
Workshop 2025 which was
hosted by HCCH (Hague
Conference) back in March 2025.
In the meeting, good practices
and challenges were shared,
particularly concerning Children
with Special Adoptive Needs.

_—— -

3rd Online Meeting of Follow Up of
Regional Workshop on

Sharing Experiences on the Effective

March 2025)
9 December, 2025

mp——.
F
Implementation of F
the 1943 Adoption Canyention in Asia (Manila. #

Children with Special Adoptive Needs
Eliana Santos, ICATAP Coordinator. HCCH

The meeting was focused on
Special Home finding process flow,
Domestic & inter-country co-
operation, Reverse Flow
(Preparation, Search for PAPs,
Collective & Independent Decision)
along with Child Dossier, Special
Home Finding strategies and
Upgradation of care facilities.

CARA, representing India along
with the other participating
countries put forth their
experiences and also raised queries
during the Q&A sessions resulting
in fruitful knowledge sharing.

© © 06 06 06 @6 06 06 0606 06 06 06 0 0 0 0 o0 o Irene S Fagayan (Unverified) 8
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29 December 2025 | With the
leadership and direction of the MS &
CEO, CARA conducted an interactive
Live Question & Answer session for
Prospective Adoptive Parents (PAPs)
and other key stakeholders. The
session was designed to clarify
concerns related to the adoption
process, including waiting timelines,
the referral mechanism, issuance of
No Objection Certificates (NOCs),
and the determination of seniority,
while also highlighting CARA’s
ongoing measures to prevent and
address illicit practices in adoption.
Serving as an open and accessible

platform, the initiative enabled
PAPs and stakeholders to seek
immediate clarifications, share
suggestions, and raise grievances
in real time. The session
witnessed active participation
from over 600 attendees, with
CARA officials collectively
responding to almost all queries
and comments posted during the
live Facebook broadcast. Such
initiatives continue to strengthen
transparent communication and
constructive engagement
between PAPs, stakeholders, and
CARA.
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PHYSICAL TRAININGS (OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025)

Adoption Regulations, 2022, Role of stakeholders, Identification of Children, CARINGS & Mission Vatsalya Portal,
Adoption Counselling, Foster care & foster Adoption

TRAINING =2
PROGRAMMES T;*;\{g:ggg

\.

1\'

S. NO. DATE(S) STATE
1 09.10.2025 Chandigarh
2 29.10.2025 & 31.10.2025 Maharashtra
3 30.10.2025-31.10.2025 Karnataka

Chandigarh Maharashtra

CARA
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 TRAININGS |

VIRTUAL TRAININGS (OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025)

Adhering to Adoption Timelines, |dentification of Children, Foster care and Foster Adoption, Mental Health Counselling in pre
and post adoption process, Non-institutionalised rehabilitation of children with Special Needs (Divyaang Children)

S. NO. DATE STATE(S) PARTICIPANTS
1 10.10.2025 Madhya Pradesh 77
2 17.10.2025 Kerala; Lakshadweep 40
3 17.10.2025 Jammu & Kashmir; Ladakh 75
4 24.10.2025 Odisha 95
5 31.10.2025 Delhi; Himachal Pradesh 50
6 05.12.2025 Bihar 113
7 19.12.2025 Maharashtra 95
8 26.12.2025 Rajasthan 57

State-wise Virtual Trainings on Migration of Adoption Services (CARINGS) to Mission Vatsalya Portal

S. NO. PHASE DATE STATE(S) TOTAL TRAININGS CONDUCTED
1 Phase-| 03.10.2025 - 06.11.2025 All States and UTs 32
2 Phase-lI 19.11.2025 - Ongoing All States and UTs 19 till date

oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin . CARA
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Ranjit and Bhasker (hames changed), two young
boys aged four and five, arrived at Hope House, a
Specialized Adoption Agency in Vellore, from
different districts of Tamil Nadu under extremely
difficult  circumstances. Both children were
diagnosed with serious medical conditions and
required specialized medical care. As with all
children at Hope House, they received the best
possible treatment and monitoring at Christian
Medical College (CMC), Vellore, while the team
continued to hope and pray for families who would
look beyond medical challenges.

Children with special medical needs often face
longer waiting periods for adoption, as prospective
families carefully assess long-term responsibilities.
After facing multiple rejections, Ranijit was finally
matched with a loving family from the United
States. During his pre-adoption preparation,
Bhasker—his closest companion—would often join
Ranjits English training sessions and happily
participate in video calls with Ranijit's adoptive
family, unaware of what adoption truly meant.

In February 2025, Ranijit's adoptive parents arrived
in India to take him home. Knowing the deep bond
between the boys, they brought matching dark
sunglasses for both children—a small gesture that
meant the world to Bhasker. On the day of
departure, as the family drove away, Bhasker
asked a question that echoed deeply: “When will |
get a mommy and daddy?”

SUCGESS STORIES
OF ADOPTION

17

With hope but no certainty, he was told, “Soon.”
Time passed, yet hope remained. Although
Bhasker’s medical condition was more serious,
doctors at CMC affirmed that he could lead a full
life. Then, one late night, a message arrived from
an Authorized Foreign Adoption Agency in the
United States—Bhasker had been matched with a
family. Against all odds, he was chosen. He was
rejected no more.

The joy multiplied when it was discovered that
Bhasker’s adoptive family lived in the same U.S.
state as Ranjit's family, just an hour apart. The
families connected even before Bhasker’s parents
arrived in India. In November, Bhasker met his
parents, forming an instant and beautiful bond. By
day’s end, he joyfully filled their hearts with
endless stories about Hope House, his friends,
and his caregivers.

Bhasker reached his new home in the United
States just before Thanksgiving—a season of
gratitude and new beginnings. A recreated
photograph of Ranjit and Bhasker wearing their
matching dark shades, first taken at Hope House
and now in the U.S., stands as a powerful
reminder that even in the most difficult
circumstances, hope prevails.

This story reaffirms our commitment to finding
loving families for every child.

CARA
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Every Child is Special...

Open your heart to a child with Special Needs

No seniority list, no long waiti od...

The adoption process for ch !

with special needs is much faster.

To adopt, log in or register on the Mission Vatsalyo portal.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Visakhapatnam
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National meet focuses on stronger
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