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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Clarification regarding issuance of certified copies of adoption orders to adoptive
parents — reg.

It has come to the notice of the Authority that certain Specialized Adoption Agencies (SAAs) and District
Child Protection Units (DCPUs) are seeking clarification on the mode of delivery of adoption orders to
adoptive parents, particularly in reference to Regulation 13(8) of the Adoption Regulations, 2022.

2. As per Regulation 13(8) of the Adoption Regulations, 2022 :
“The Specialised Adoption Agency shall obtain a certified copy of the adoption order from the
District Magistrate through the District Child Protection Unit and forward it to the prospective
adoptive parents within ten days via e-mail and shall also upload it on the Designated Portal
which could be downloaded by the prospective adoptive parents.”

3. The term “certified copy” refers to a legally authenticated copy of the adoption order bearing
official attestation from the office of the District Magistrate. The Regulation mandates that such a certified
copy be transmitted to the adoptive parents via email and uploaded on the Designated Portal. The
provision does not require issuance of the physical original or hard copy of the adoption order to the
adoptive parents.

4. All States/UTs, SAAs, and DCPUs are therefore advised to adhere to the aforementioned
provision. Certified digital/e-mailed copies, as authenticated by the competent authority, shall be
considered compliant with the Regulation. However, where required, coordination may be undertaken at
the district level to resolve any procedural hurdles in securing or forwarding the certified copy of the
adoption order.

5. All concerned authorities are requested to ensure compliance with this clarification in order to
maintain uniformity in implementation across all jurisdictions.
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